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SUBJECT: SENEGALESE LABOR STANDARDS 

REF: STATE 136706 

THE FOLLOWING IS FURNISHED IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONS 
POSED IN REFTEL. 

1 . THERE IS NO SLAVE, FORCED OR INDENTURED LABOR IN 
SENEGAL. 

2. THE MINIMUM AGE FOR INDUSTRIAL LABOR IS 14 YEARS. 

WHILE THE LABOR CODE PROVIDES A MECHANISM FOR REQUESTING 
EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE FROM THE MINISTRY OF LABOR 
BASED UPON UNIQUE LOCAL CONDITIONS, SUCH WAIVERS 

ARE BELIEVED TO BE QUITE RARE. EXTREMELY HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT 
AND RELATIVELY INFLUENTIAL LABOR UNIONS MITIGATE AGAINST 
EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN THE URBAN WAGE SECTOR. 

3. SENEGALESE LAWS RELATING TO WORKER SAFETY IN GENERAL 
AND WORKER EXPOSURE TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES IN PARTICULAR 
ARE HOPELESSLY OUTDATED OR NON-EXISTENT. THEY WERE 
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ADOPTED FROM THE FRENCH CODE OF THE PRE-INDEPENDANCE 
ERA - AND HAVE LITTLE OR NO RELEVANCE TO TODAY'S 
CHANGED MODERN INDUSTRIAL SECTOR. WHILE THEORETICALLY 
THE MINISTRY OF LABOR AND OF SOCIAL SECURITY ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR AN INSPECTION PROGRAM TO "DETECT 
WORKING CONDITIONS WHICH ENDANGER THE HEALTH OR SAFETY 
OF WORKERS. ..AND REMEDY THE CONDITIONS," WE UNDERSTAND 
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THAT THE SAFETY PROGRAM IS COMPLETELY INEFFECTIVE. 
CONCERN IN SENEGAL ABOUT JOB SAFETY APPEARS TO BE RISING, 
HOWEVER, AS THE NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS REACH ALARMING 
PROPORTIONS. IN 1977 OVER 15,000 WORKERS WERE REPORTED 
INJURED AND 22 KILLED IN ON-THE-JOB ACCIDENTS, AND LOCAL 
LABOR EXPERTS BELIEVE THAT THOSE STATISTICS UNDERSTATE 
THENYROBLEM SINCE THE GOS RELIES ON THE EMPLOYERS THEM- 
SELVES TO REPORT ACCIDENTS. (NOTE THAT THE TOTAL 
ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE URBAN POPULATION IS ONLY 420,000 
AND ONLY 170,000 OF THOSE WORK IN THE MODERN WAGE SECTOR 
FROM WHICH WORKER ACCIDENTS ARE LIKELY TO BE REPORTED.) 
EVIDENCE OF RISING OFFICIAL CONCERN IS THE PROMINENT 
PLAY THE SEMI-OFFICIAL DAKAR DAILY LE SOLEIL GAVE TO A 
RECENT CONFERENCE ON JOB SAFETY SPONSORED BY THE ILO'S 
REGIONAL BUREAU IN DAKAR. AN EFFORT IS NOW UNDERWAY IN 
THE GOS TO DRAFT JOB SAFETY LEGISLATION WITH THE AID 
OF THE ILO. BUT THAT EFFORT IS A LONG WAY FROM 
FRUITION. 

4. SENEGAL HAS NO LAW OR PRACTICE THAT APPLIES 
DIFFERENTIAL LABOR STANDARDS TO: FREE TRADE ZONES, 
INDUSTRIAL EXPORT INDUSTRIES OR FOREIGN MANUFACTURING 
INVESTMENT. 

GALANTO 
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